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fence, is the profefled objecl: of my 
book ; and where could I find a 
patron equal to your Lordfhip, 
whether I confider your knowledge 
of the theory, or your {kill in the 
practice* 

Your Lordfhip 's condefcenfion in 
fuffering your name to grace my li- 
terary efforts, has my warmen. 
thanks; and the'fmcercft gratitude 
for lb great a favour 
animate my bofom. 

I am, My LORD, 

With the mod profound Refpeft, 

YourLordfhip's moft humble, 

And moft devoted Servant, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



J^JANY are defirous to learn my motives 
for publifliing the following pages. I 
can truly declare, that the vanity of being 
cfteemed an author was not of the number, 
for that I knew would be more prejudicial 
than ufeful to one in my line of life, fince 
mankind efteem a pugilift in proportion to 
his ignorance, and think that the more fa- 
vage and unenlightened he is, the better 
qualified he muft be to excel in his profef- 
fion. It is perhaps thought, that profit is 
my objedt, and that my labour is to be re- 
v^rded with money. I fi ncere]y wi(h fuch 
thoughts may be realized, but unluckily 
»7 Relations of that nature are trifling! 

a Authorfhip 
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Authorfhip rarely brings emolument with 
it, and I know feveral men of genius who 
ftudy fo much, and eat fo little, that they 
may be literally faid to live in a ftate of rc- 
fnement, both in mind and body ; a ftate 
which, I fear, would foon take place even 
with me, whofe talents can have no claim to 
it, were I to throw afide the Sparring Qtioes* 
and continue to hold the pen; for I find I 
have already had fo much to do with my 
bead, that I have lefs than ever to do with 
my pocket. I therefore advife thofe who are 
not authors to fupprefs any vain idea of be- 
coming fo; thofe who are, will I am con- 
fident, when able, (hake off a name fo ex- 
preffive of their mifery. 

This Volume was written for the pur- 
pofe0 f vindicating Pugilifm from the on 
Lifiable cenfures of illiterate and weak 
Ids, and proving its utility on nfond 
principles. If I have in any ^ ^ j 
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tecdcd, I Hull Anile at the opinion of fome, 
who, in the zeal of their fine-fpun delicacy, 
nwy declare my fubject and language more 
calculated for Hottentots than Englijbmen. 
Upon Juch men argument will have no ef- 
fect, to fuch I do notaddrefs myfelf. Let 
the manly, the unprejudiced be my' judges 
— I do not fear a favorable decifion. 

If a book on Boxing be abfurd, fo muft 
One on Fencing, fo muft one on Dancing ; 
and yet feveral ufeful and entertaining trea- 
tifes have been printed on thefe fubjects. 

Some one will perhaps object, that this 
is written by a Boxer ; but upon this prin- 
ciple the fame fagacious critic might con- 
demn the author of any publication for un- 
dertaking that to which he is adequate by 
experience, and would, by the inverted laws 
of rcafon, expect a collection of fermons 
from a general, or a treatife on tactics from 

a bifhop. 
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a bimop. Without fear or intereft I have 
in the following work publifhed my opi- 
nion refpe&ino; Pu2ilifm. I have acted 
from convi&ion, and I am fatisfied — 

Fiat jujlitia, mat ccelum. 
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BOXING REVIEWED 



SECTION I. 

Ufm condemned -without reafon — the fair 
fex Jhould not oppofe it — a fate of hofility 
vnpofjible to be avoided— Boxing the moft 
natural and leafl dangerous -way of deciding 
dilutes, therefore preferable to all others. 

JT muft appear ftrange, that any particular 

excrcife mould be condemned without an 
impartial difcuffion of its merits; fuch, how- 
ever, I venture to affert, has been the cafe 
with Boxing. Prejudice has been chiefly 
murumental in its condemnation. Petits 
maures, whofe frames are not formed for 
thcr own defence, or the annoyance of others 
combme again* its fuccefs, and -the pufilla- 
B 

nimous, 
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nimous, with bodies that give every indica- 
tion of manhood, but whofe hearts ficken at 
the approach of a blow, unite againfl: its po- 
pularity. 

The fcience has alfo its enemies, and per- 
haps of a more formidable nature, in the 
fair fex; for what has love to do with war? 
— " To playivith mammets, and to tilt with 
lips" is their motto. Yet I do not defpair 
of finding advocates among the 1 adies. Mi- 
nerva prefided over war, and, if we credit 
the poets, kept even Mars in awe. But I 
do not bring a folitary inftance in my fa- 
vour, I will call a whole nation to my aid ; 
the Amazons, renowned for warlike at- 
chievements, were women. Lefs ancient 
times have produced a maiden, whofe arm 
has thinned the ranks of the braveft En- 
gli/hmen, for who can doubt the truth of 
a hiftory, foVell authenticated as that of 
Joan D'Arc, the Maid of Orleans? lUvc 

we 



t 
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we not feen in our own time a Madame 
D'Eon inve:led with military command? 
And is there not at this moment a lady, who 
has rid her own matches at Newmarket, 
and drives a tennis-ball with a dexterity 
and vigor that would do honor to the moft 
fkilful and brawny arm in the kingdom ? 
Since, therefore, prowefs and female nature 
are not incompatible, it is expedted, that 
if the ladies do not become the friends of 
Boxing, they will not declare themfelves 
its enemies, a neutrality is only defired, and 
this mould be deemed a modejl expedta*. 
tion, fince " None but the brave deferve tie 
air. 

Let us candidly examine upon what 
grounds Boxing mould be encouraged, and 
impartially (late the objections, which are 
my advanced againft it.-No man can fay 
that any prance of hoftility fhould be en- 
«>urag,d, for peace is preferable to war. 

B 2 Nature 
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Nature delights in friendly intercourle, and 
warfare muft impair the blefiings of foci- 
ety< Upon this principle every kind of 
attack and defence mould be abolifhed; 
but fuch is the frailty of mankind, that it 
is abfurd to look for perfection in any irate; 
individuals, from innumerable motives, 
will quarrel as well as nations, and where 
the law either cannot give redrefs, or is by 
mutual confent laid afide, the decifion is 
made by the ftrength and fkill of the difpu- 
tants. The inquiry of courfe takes place, 
which is the moil natural and the leaft dan- 
gerous way of terminating contentions in 
this manner. Since we can not at all times 
avoid a ftateof hoftility, our great object is 
to make it as little injurious to fociety as 
poffible. Morality tells us, that hnce an 
evil muft abfolutely happen, it is better, a 
greater mould give way to a lefs. And upon 
this principle Boxing is preferable to every 
other kind of fighting, for it is more natural 



and 
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and productive of lefs mifchief. Tt would 
be ufelefs to enter into a laboured proof, 
that it is more natural, for the form of man 
furliciently demonftrates it, 

One of our moft celebrated difcoverers, 
but a fliort time fince, found it eftablifhed 
in an ifland, that had never been vifited 
by Europeans, and fo very expert were the 
natives, in parrying and returning blows, 
that the bell pugilift in the veffel was un- 
able to contend with them. What was the 
Ceftus, fomuch celebrated in the Greek 
and Roman hiftorians and poets, but a fpe- 
cies of Boxing? Pollux is reported to have 
been its founder, and was one of the heroes 
of antiquity. But this was infinitely more 
perilous than pugilhm. The hands cafed 
W iron muft have mangled the bodies of 
the combatants, and each blow muft have 
Produced the moil defperate conferences j 
y« it was encouraged by the wifeft nations', 

and 
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and the vidtor, nay the vanquifhed too, was 
rewarded with honors and riches. Have 
not tilts and tournaments, at a period not 
very remote from our days, been the faflnon 
in England, as well as throughout all Eu- 
rope ? Yet the perils attending the exercife of 
« them were, beyond comparifon, greater than 
any now incurred in Boxing. 

The fword and piftol have their profeflbrs 
and patrons; but the mifchiefs refulting 
from the ufe of them are never mentioned, 
while, on the contrary,if a melancholy ac- 
cident takes place in pugilifm, it is magni- 
fied into a tremendous evil, which requires 
the interference of the legiflature. Every 
exertion, whether hoftile or harmlefs in its 
purfuit, fubjedts us to danger; it would be 
abfurd'to ufe the accidents that have al- 
ready happened and may hereafter happen 
in pugilifm, as an argumentagainft the prac- 
tice of it, fince all manner of activity mould 

upon 
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upon the fame principle bedifcontinued, and 
indolence would be then efteemed a corpo- 
ral virtue. 

The friends of Boxing are not fo ridi- 
culous as to declare, that the fcience is 
free from peril, they only contend, that it 
is more fo than any other mode of termi- 
nating contefts. No man, however martial 
in his difpofition, can be an advocate for 
fighting, but fince distentions, from the 
frailty of mankind, cannot be avoided, and 
that the law can not in all difputes be ap- 
pealed to, it muft be admitted, that pugi- ' 
lifm, by the rules of morality and nature, 
is preferable to all other modes of violent 
decifion. 



SECTION 
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SECTION II. 

'fhe fcience Jhould not be cenfurcd on account 
of the private conduB of Jome of its pro- 
fejfors — pitched battles generally condemned 

— Pugilifm of public utility. 

j£ Cannot pronounce a very high panegyric 
on the politenefs and accomplifhments 
of the prefent pugilifts. Like the mem- 
bers of all profeffions and focieties, they 
differ from each other in principle and be- 
haviour; fome are remarkable for their affa- 
bility, fome for their integrity, while others 
renounce all pretentions to both. But it 
isunjuft, that a fcience mould be condemn- 
ed, becaufe the prcfeffors of it, by the im- 
propriety of their private manners, fubjedt 
themfelvcs to reproof. Wc might with 
equal right cenfure our holy religion, be- 
caufe fome few of its minifters may not be 
bleffed with that regularity of conduft, 

which 
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which mould diftinguifh an orthodox di- 
vine. I truft therefore, that boxing will 
be confidered in an abftraded ftate from 
the mifconduct of its teachers, and their 
errors will be no longer made an objection 
to its inftitution. Yet this much I venture 
to affert, and I fpeak from my knowledge of 
fadts, that there are among them men, whofe 
heads and hearts would qualify them for any- 
fituation in life ; nor are they devoid of the 
milder qualitities of humanity. I have feen 
the courage of the lion and the meeknefs of 
the lamb united in the fame perfon, and a 
man able to chaftife the infolence of a giant 
has, in my prefence, calmly fubmitted to the 
petulance of a pigmy. 

■ 

Pitched Battles form a great objec- 
tion to Pugilifm, and, it muft be allowed, 
a juft one. Though I am an advocate for 
Boxing, I am not the champion of its 
abufes, nor will I fuffer my pen, like mo- 
dern 
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dern counfellors, to be bribed in the de- 
fence of a corrupt caufe. Whether we 
confider pitched battles in a public or a pri- 
vate view, they are equally reprehenfible; 
and fir ft in a public view: No man is the 
the mafter of his own life, it is the property 
of the common- wealth, 'and fhould not be 
hazarded by the whim of an individual. ' 
Every kind of perfonal contefl expofes us 
to danger, and though Boxing is attended 
with lefs peril than Duelling, yet lives may 
be loft in the combat: This, it muft be 
confeffed, is rarely the cafe j yet, the bare 
pofllbility of fo melancholy an event 
is alone fufficient to deftroy the practice of 
pitched battles. The confideration of them 
in a private view is equally ftrong. Two 
men free from enmity are matched in fight, 
without any caufe for paffion, without any 
motive for vengeance, nay immediately after 
having mutually given the moft known 
marks of good will, they affault each other 

with 
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with all the appearance of deadly hatred, 
and determined revenge. The ties of hu- 
manity are broken, and Nature revolts at 
the fight. 

The inhabitants of every country have 
their peculiarities, and thefe peculiarities are 
often of public utility. Boxing thus con- 
fidered is of great fervice, it infpires even in 
infancy a martial fpirit, which improves in 
our boyiih days, and is matured in man- 
hood. Man is taught to look his equals, , 
nay his fuperiors, boldly in the face. 
Though he is not inclined to attack others, 
he knows he is able to defend himfelf, a 
refledion, which muft be ever pleafing 
to an independent mind. No iize, no 
weight of body will make any courageous 
perfon, (killed in pugilifm, fubmit to bafe 
indignities. From a conviction, that the 
fcience is univerfally underftood, the ftrong 
arC tau S ht h umility, and the weak confi- 
dence 
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* 

dence. Many have laughed at the idea, 
that Boxing is of national fervice, but they 
have laughed at the expence of truth. An 
exerciie that diffufes courage throughout 
any nation, but more parficularly England, 
a country from its politics and commerce 
fo liable to war, muft be of public utility. 
It is principally on this account that the le- 
giflature, always attentive to the intereft of 
the people, has never interfered on the fub- 
jecT: of pugilifm. It was thought more 
prudent to let that pafs unnoticed, which, 
though occafionally productive of fome pri- 
vate milch ief, muft ever promote the com- 
mon good. 



SECTION 
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SECTION III. 

The principles fiould be firjl acquired, and the 
minutiit -will follow of courfe — Sparring ne- 
ceffary to form a Boxer — Sparring Jhould 
be exercifed on the fame rules with fighting* 

r pO advance rules in a magisterial man- 
ner, and lay them down as infallible, 
would be truly abfurd. Since the princi- 
ples of almoft every fcience have been found 
liable to change, it were prefumptuous to 
pronounce ours free from the fame imper- 
fections. It therefore becomes the duty of 
a proftflbr modertly to ftate the moft known 
rules, and to recommend thofe which he 
conceive, the beft ; not with infolent au- 
thonty, as if there never fhould be the kail 
deviation from them, but as the moft l ikdy 
^cceed, Ifs ndiculous to notice ever, 

benefit can be derived f rom the enump . 



enume- 
ration 
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ration of trifles, they follow of courfe as 
appendages to more confequential mat- 
ters, and the time of the pupil would be 
wafted on minutiae, that naturally pre lent 
themfelves, when it mould be employed in 
the attainment of the firft principles. 

Sparring is at this moment abfolutely ne- 
celfary to form a complete pugtlift. It is, 
I grant, a mock encounter, but at the fame 
time areprefentation, and in moft cafes, an 
exacl one of real fighting. Jt is the only 
proper introdu&ion to Boxing, and a juft 
mode of realizing whatever principles the 
fcholar may have imbibed, or trying the fuc- 
cefs of any new plan, he may have in- 
vented. By this method he can alfo judge 
of the propriety of his Matter's leffons, and 
exercife his reafoning faculties, an advan- 
tage of which he is often deprived in battle. 
Some are of opinion, that Sparring is of no 
great ufe, and that it takes from the natural 
6 powers 
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powers of manhood, while it only teaches 
Jineffit, that cannot prove hurtful to a cou- 
rageous adverfary. This however is merely 
reviving an opinion maintained by the pu- 
pils of the Old School, in which ltreno-h 
generally prevailed over fkill. Is it not 
avident, that preparation is neceffary for 
every exerche; but more particularly for 
that, in which holtiliries take place? And 
what is Sparring, but a preparation, and of 
the nearcft affinity to Boxing? The advo- 
cates for this opinion might with equal 
propriety affert, that mooting at a mark 
was of no fervice * forming an expert 
gunner. 

I WUB it to be univerfally underftood, 
that I recommend the practice of Sparrin* 
asirhWadion. No manoeuvres, no at' 
mudes ought to be adopted, - unlcfs ,x P e- 
nmentally, but what would be introduce 
» ^ fight. Let any one Sgg 

Spurring- 
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Sparring-room the fcene of battle, and ex- 
ert himfelf upon that principle, he will 
eafily habituate himfelf to the exercife 
of all his powers, and adl by the fame rules 
in the hour of danger. There may be a 
great difference between Sparring and Fight- 
ing; for one may be very courageous in play, 
whofe heart would be intimidated in real 
aclion. But this want of valor is by no 
means an argument agninft the dodtrine, 
.that is laid down here, fince cowardice is 
not produced by Sparring; for he muft 
have been in the fame degree daftardly, if he 
had never feen it, and perhaps more fo. 
What is mentioned here only goes to prove, 
that where two perfons poffefs equal cou- 
rage, ftrength and activity, the man who 
makes Sparring his practice, muft be fupe- 
rior to him who does not j as one, who con- 
fiders a' thing before its performance, muft, 
unlefs chance interferes, have an advantage 
over him, who thinks confideration unne- 
cessary. SECTION 
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SECTION IV. 

The requifttes to form a complete Boxer. 

JN mentioning the requifites that form 
a complete Boxer, it is not infinuated, 
that no perfon can be a good pugilift with- 
out them all; one man may poffefs more 
requifites than many others, and will be 
therefore fuperior; but he who unites all 
that is neceflary in himfelf will be vifto- 
"ous, until his equal appears, and then a 
"ogle requifue poiTeffed on either fide in a 
moreeminentdegree will give theadvantage 
*f bear j bl ^ a ^ 

1 have given the fir/l place in the lift t 
ftre ngth, not becaufe it Z r { ° 

bu < becaufe it is In ^ t0 ^ 
h . Drr lm P°ffible to difpl av art 

a P-P- manner without ftrength" ;; 



has 
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has been long aqueftion, and is even now un- 
decided, which merits the preference. From 
my own experience and the many careful 
enquiries I have made «f the moft intelligent 
profeilbrs, and the beft feconds, art has evi- 
dently the fuperiority. What battles have 
been fought, particularly fince the prefent 
fyftem of Boxing has taken place, in which 
art has not been victorious ? Inftances may 
rarely occur in the courfe of a multitude of 
contefts to confute me, but what opinion 
has ever been completely juft? And while 
a great majority of cafes appear in my fa- 
vour, for the truth of which I appeal to the 
various battles that have been lately deeded, 
I will maintain, that art is intitled to a pre- 
ference over ftrength. 

Courage is as neceflary in a Boxer, as a 
foldier, and perhaps more fo, for the ibr^ 
is always matched, and has every thmgto 
Ltdfrom his opponent, whr, theater 
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has companions to mare his danger and en- 
courage him in it, and if he ever engages in 
a fingle combat, fortune only gives him an 
adverfaryj thus, if he has much to fear, he 
has alio much to hope. It is extraordinary, 
that courage mould be various in the fame 
perfon, yet fuch is often the cafe. We 
have inftances of men fuffering themfelves 
to be cruelly beaten without giving. in, who 
but a fhort time before mrunk from the or- 
dinary trials of manhood. 

Aftivity is in our time a greater requifite 
than it formerly was; for Shifting, which 

confifts in the changing of ground, is more 
praft.fed. Some have cenfured Shifting as 
an unmanly cu ftom, but without reafon. 
If indeed mere brutal force were to decide 
a combat, it might be deemed i mproper . 
but where the mind has a connderable L e 
>n the decifioa, as g the cafe J™* 

c 2 r 

iame 
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fame cenfure might be paffed on Fencing, 
or an accidental rencontre in a field of bat- 
tle ; but, would it not be abfurd to fay to 
a man, whofe only care is the prefervation 
of his life — " Xou mufi not avoid your ene- 
my s /wordy by changing your ground, you 
mujl not make ufe of that aclivity of which 
you are capable, becaufe it is unmanly." 

The power of bearing blows, or what is 
generally called Bottom, quicknefsof eye, and 
wind, are requifites of great importance, 
and may be all improved by conlbnt prac- 
tice. There are men who feem to be pecu- 
liarly formed for bottom. The fevercn: 
blows make little impreflion on the ribs 
of fome, and the heads of others. The old 
fchool furnifhes a furprizing inftance of 
bottom. The noted Buckhorfe made a 
pradife of Handing without a guard, and 
permitted himfelf to be knocked down by 
the hatdeft hitter, for a trifling foin of mo- 

ney. 
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ncy. The advantage of a good eye is evi- 
dent ; it is neceflary to difcern the approach 
of a ftrokc, and perceive the vulnerable 
parts of an opponent. A refolute look is 
ufeful in awing the enemy, and often dif- 
concerts the boldeft. The eye mould ne- 
ver be clofed in the time of a&ion. Wind 
though naturally good, may be improved 
by proper exercife, or what is termed min- 
ing. It may alfo, if once impaired, be in a 
great meafure recovered by the fame me- 
thod, and regularity of living. 



« 
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SECTION V. 

A proper knowledge of Striking Jhould be the 
firjl attainment — of the different kinds of 
Blows — the Chopper impartially conjid^rcd 
— the mojl dangerous parts of the body. 

£^ Proper mode of finking mould be the 
pupil's firft objedt of knowledge, for 
a dec i live blow may be made by a perfon 
unacquainted with the other parts of pugi- 
lifm ; and though a man be well verled in 
the guards, he hazards much in parrying 
his adverfary, if he himfelf is ignorant of the 
principles of ftriking, becaufe he knows not 
the common directions of the arms againft 
which he is to defend himfelf. Thus, whe- 
ther we confider linking in an ofFenfive or 
defensive view, either to afTault an adver- 
fary or receive his attack, it is the moft 
elementary part of Boxing, and mould be 
the firft ftudied. 
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The large knuckles of the hand fhould 
be only ufed, they are rarely difabled, but 
the knuckles in the middle of the fingers 
frequently give way. 

Straight blows are preferable to all others, 
they are ftronger, becaufe they come direct- 
ly from the centre of the power, and quick- 
er, becaufe they defcribe lefs fpace in the 
attainment of the objeel, it therefore fol- 
lows, that it is more difficult to parry them 
than any others. Round ftriking is now 
univerfclly exploded ; it is condemned by 
the fame reafons which recommend ftraight 
blows, for it is directly contrary to them. 

.* ** " * " • - 1 

It has been of late the cuftom to extol 
Chopping, as the beft mode of hitting, it i s 
a blow ftruck on the face with the back of 
^ hand. Mendoza claims the honour 
US lnve *tion, but unjuftly; he cer 
*udy revived and conftderably improved 

it. 
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it. It was praclifed long before our time; 
Broughton occasionally ufed it, and I am 
at this inftant acquainted with fome of 
Slack's pupils, who have affured me, that 
he ftruck the chopper in giving the return 
in many of his battles. ' The advocates for 
chopping are now, particularly among 
fighters, very few. Mendoza's fcholars 
only adhere to it. Experience proves, that 
it can be of no great fervice, fince of all the 
pitched battles, which have been lately 
fought, it has not contributed to gain one. 
In the contelr. between Tyne and Crabb, 
chopping fuffered a mameful diigrace; 
Crabb was thought, next to Mendoza, the 
moft fuccefsful in the ufe of it, yet he never 
hit Tyne. Indeed reafon convinces us, 
that it can be of no great utility, it partakes 
of the nature of a round blow, for it is gi- 
ven downwards or fideways, and mull 
therefore deviate from the centre. It alfo 
expofes the arm to danger 5 every chopper 
r fhould 
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fliould take its force from the play of the 
arm, between the elbow and wrift ; but if 
iii the cagernefs of action, the elbow fhould 
be thrown too forward, the fmall of the 
arm may be broken. Though no friend to 
chopping, I do not wifh it mould be entirely 
laid afide. It may be happily ufed in giv- 
ing the return, and fhould a pugilift engage 
with a perlbn ignorant of the fcience, it 
will certainly prove fuccefsful. But when 
two fldlful Boxers meet, no reliance is to 
be placed on it, and fuch is the opinion 
of the moft experienced 'profellurs of the 
prefent day. 

A knowledge of the parts of the body 
moft dangerous to be ftruck is neceflary to 
every Boxer j but firft it mould be obierved, 
that any blow planted on the waiftband or 
below it, is unfair, and caufes the lofs of a 
battle. The eyes, the part between the 
eyes, the temples, the nofe, under the left 



ear, 
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car, immediately below the fhort ribs, and 
the pit of the ftomach, or what is univcr- 
fally termed the Mark, are the parts liable 
to be moft affecled. It is not incumbent 
on me to affume the office of a furgeon, and 
defcribe the confequences of blows properly 
planted in them ; it is fufficient to fay, that 
a fkilful boxer will fucceed in proportion as 
he judicioufly makes them his aim. I 
think it neceflary to contradict the opinion, 
that round blows will hit fome parts which 
Itraight blows cannot, whereas thofe in a 
ftraight direction will reach any part, for 
it is evident, that every blow depends on 
the poiltion of the ftnker, and he by alter- 
ing his portion will always attain his mark. 



SECTION 
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SECTION VI. 

The Guards of Humphreys, Mendoza, and 
fobtifon defcribed — a pofition once adopted 
Jhould be adhered to. 

"^HATEVER rules are laid down in 
Sparring mould be followed in Box- 
ing. They are both confidered by me in 
the fame view, and what is mentioned con- 
cerning the one is applicable to the other. 
Every ftudent mould endeavour to unite 
grace with power, and this may be eafily 
accomplifbcd, face Nature delights in the 
graceful. Attitudes are as various as 
men, but may be generally reduced to three. 
Thofe of Humphreys, Mendoza, and Johnfon. 
The firft confifts in placing the left hand 
foremoft, the fift oppofite to the mouth \ 
the right hand nearer to the body, the fift 
covering the ftomach \ the legs confiderabl v 

extended ; 
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extended, the left foremoft, the weight of 
the body poifed on the right, and the head 
erect. This pofition is the moft graceful 
J have ever feen, the head, the bread, 
the arms, and the legs, are truly pic- 
turefque, and combine to improve each 
other. It is alfo the moft manly; the 
breaft expanded, the head boldly raifed, and 
the limbs firmly planted, exprefs the moft 
martial air. The weight of the body 
thrown on the hinder leg mull give greater 
ftrength to the blow of a perfon in this 
guard than in any other. Some .pretend 
that it is not good for defence ; but this 
opinion proceeds from Mendoza's fuccefs 
in ftriking Humphreys fo repeatedly; 
whereas the fault lay in the man, not in the 
guard, for Mendoza is a quicker hitter, 
and his blows would have perhaps equally 
told, had Humphreys been in the fafeft of 
all portions. ^ 



■ 
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The fecond is formed of the lifts placed 
nearer each other, almoft oppofite to the 
chin, the left a little before the right ; the 
legs not far removed, the left fomcwhat be- 
fore, and the weight of the body on the 
foremoft leg. Here the blow muft be 
weaker, becaufe there is a lofs of weight to 
propel it, the body being moftly poifed 'on 
the foremoft leg. It is, however, better 
calculated for Shifting, gives the practitio- 
ner an opportunity of putting in more 
blow?, but has very litue of the graceful 
or manly in it. 

The third or Johnfon's attitude confifls 
of the fills held before the head, the arms 
nearly extended, the legs almoft fquare, the 
body much bent with the breaft forward. 
This has little elegance or manhood in its 
appearance, and is praftifed by vcr y few 
The body is protected by this more than 
3ny othw § Uird 5 the head is expofcd. 

Men 
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Men poffeffed of uncommon ftrength in 
the loins fhould only accuftom themfclves 
to it, as it muff, fatigue all others. The 
great advantage of this pofition lies in its 
being alike calculated for offence or defence, 
for the weight of the body beingequallyfuf- 
tained by both legs, it is by little exertion 
moved in any direction, fo as to guard againft 
or give vigor to a blow. 

To point out any attitude as the bed in 
all cafes, would be ridiculous, a phyfician 

might as well prefcribe one medicine for all 

conflitutions. Every one fhould adopt his 

mode of defence to his own powers, of 

which, after fome practice, he muft be 

the beft judge. This only I recommend: 

when a perfon after mature deliberation, and 

Jbme experience, has adopted a particular 

guard, he fhould not eafily relinquifh it. 

His only plan fhould be its improvement, 

for if he continually feeks for new pofition.. 

he 
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he cannot aft by rule, and mull often leave 
the deciuon of a combat to fortune. The 
triumph of Humphreys over Martin, at 
Newmarket, is a ftrong proof of the pro- 
priety of this advice. Though the latter 
changed his manner of fighting as often as 
Proteus did fliapes, yet he was as often 
vanquiflicd. A fyftematic conduct will 
prevail over irregularity, which chance only 
can render victorious. 



SECTION 



♦ 
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SECTION VII. 

N 

Tie arms foould not be crojfed, nor drawn 
back to Jlrike — the motion of the arms — 
Clojing — doubts about Barring. 

i^EVERAL of the common people ftill 
retain a very dangerous cuftom, which 
it is neceflary to notice, left it ihould be 
adopted by others who might think it pro- 
per merely from feeing it often ufed. The 
arms are croffed to form the guard. Two 
difadvantages remit to any perfon who prac- 
tifes this. In the rirft inftance, one of his 
adverfary's hands placed upon the upper 
arm will force them both down, and expofe 
the fuperior part of the body. Secondly, a 
blow given by one in this pofition cannot be 
in a direcl line, and muft therefore lofe 
much of its force. 

Though 
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Though we cannot be always guarded, 
particularly in attacking an enemy, yet we 
mould, as much as poffible, preferve our 
guard. Upon this principle, the arm mould 
never be drawn back to ftrike, for the guard 
is loft in proportion to the retrogade mo- 
tion. An adverfary alfo gets notice of his 
danger, and is of courfe prepared to receive 
the affault. A blow mould be ftruck with- 
out any previous alteration of attitude, for 
<ven ibould it fail, the attempt is produce 
° fhttlem «ef,and leaves no opening, if 
guard be immediately recovered; but 
thu cannot be done when the whole weight 
and^ength of the bodvare thrown in with 

that tii: it is abr ° iu ^ ***** 

ta * opponent cannotdefend.it. 



who 
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who went fo far as to expofe themfelves to 
a blow, that they might more effe&ually 
plant one themfelves. This, however, 
may be fatal, and is feldom pradtifed. 

Feints, though extremely ufeful and the 
effcdts of fcience, are not fo much attended 
to as they merit. If in Fencing they prove 
fo decifive, why mould they not be adopt- 
ed with equal fuccefs in pugilifm ? 

\ I cannot implicitly fubfcribe to the doc- 
trine, which is generally laid down, that a 
Boxer fiould always keep his arms in motion to 
ant fro. The reafon given in its defence, 
that theadtion of the fifts prevents the ap- 
proach of a blow, from being perceived. It 
perhaps aot ftriftly juft ; for is not the ^o- 

E2 is better to keep the arms £*£ 
m will caufe an antagomft to W 
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more carefully on his guard, fince he mud 
every moment expedt an aflault; whereas 
their fkmnefs may betray him into fancied 
lecurity. Another reafon has been adduced 
by the fupporters of this dodtrine— the mo- 
tion of the arms, fay they, will prevent the 
w/ifts or hands from being feized ; but can 
any one at this period of pugiliftic refine- 
ment fuppofe, that a fcientific Boxer would 
foflcr himrelf to be grafped in fuch a man- 
ner, face previous to its taking pl ace , his 
advcrlary by the attempt mufl throw him- 
^ of his guard, and leave a dangerous open. 

ff^has been for fo ™ time exploded 
and this alone mav fervp pc on „ ' 
iJ / Ier ve as an argument to 

lhCW ' Boxin S » greatly improved 

-e what was formerly of much utSity t 

* Clohng, for though it rarely haopens 
^ouglnto be prepared for the wor^' 



If 
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If I differ in opinion with fome of the 
firft Boxers of the prefent day, vvhofe fci- 
ence is founded on experience, the bed of 
inftrudtors, I do it with refpeftful diffidence, 
not prefumptuous confidence. I therefore 
hope, they will excufe meffor thus public- 
ly ftating my doubts, concerning the prac- 
tice of Barring,- which confifts in flopping 
a blow by placing the arm or hand on the 
part aimed at. Why could not a blow 
be beat down, a mode of defence which 
Broughton ufedwith fuccefs? Though 
Barring may guard the part intended to be 
ftruck, it will not defend the part above or 
below; befide, the arm or fift in theadt of 
flopping muff receive the blow, and may 
they not be difabled, and confequently a 
battle loft? It is by no means my firm opi- 
nion, that Barring mould be laid afide, I 
only declare to men, better fkiUed than my- 
felf, my doubts as to the propriety of its 

pra&ice. SECTION 

■ 
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SECTION VIII. 

Some principal objections anfwered — Boxing 
ufeful to 'travellers. 

"Y^/"ERE I t0 leave u nan fwered fome ob- 
jections that have been urged againft 
Pugilifm, I might be juftly thought its 
champion from intereft ; not from an honeft 
conviction of its propriety. For it would 
appear, that I declined to take notice of rea- 
fons too cogent to be fet afide, and yet per- 
fiftcd in the fupport of a fcience, which be- 
ing objectionable mould not be defended. 

It is afferted, that Boxing renders the com- 
mon people ferocious, and extinguiJJxs.in them 
thejpriritof indujl<y. 

The minds of the loweft clafles of man- 
kind m this nation have ever been of an in- 
'~nt natures they are manly, not fu- 
rious; 
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nous • refolute, not favagc; and I can- 
not admit, that ferocity is in any refpeft ap- 
plicable to them. Indeed at particular pe- 
riods, zealous in the caufe of liberty or reli- 
gion, they have been guilty of outrages, 
that will for ever blot the hiftory of their 
country, whofe fanguine pages mull reflect 
a crimfon hue on the innocent cheeks of 
their defcendants; but has not this hap- 
pened to the people ofmoft countries, and 
fhould a general crime be made a parti- 
cular reproach ? It is evident, that pugilifm 
promotes courage, but I deny that it infufes 
a barbarous difpofition. To lay afide the 
deftrucfive weapons of war invented by art, 
and make ufe of thofe which nature has 
provided, can never be efteemed ferocious, 
and what is this butppgilifm? Anexercife 
of this kind infpires a manly emulation, and 
can only ftimulate weak minds to difgrace- 
ful violence. It will not be thought para- 
doxical to fay, that it introduces urbanity 

amongft 
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amongft the lower orders of the commu- 
nity, for it makes them dread opponents in 
fuperior life, fince the fcience is known to 
be univerfally taught. So far therefore 
from producing brutality, it will on the 
contrary fmooth that roughnefs of manners, 
which has been a national reproach > and 
eftablim decorum. Has not a Granby 
ufed it with fuccefs, and reformed many 
uncivilized beings ? Though the hero of a 
nation, and decked with the glorious laurels 
of war, he did not think them fullied by 
twining with them laurels won by pugilif- 
tic (kill. I could quote many illuftrious 
examples of the fame nature, which prove, 
that while the fcience is ftudied by the 
higher, politenefs will become more fre- 
quent among the lower ranks of fociety, 

The objection that Boxing extinguijhes the 
Spirit of tndujlry, remains to be anfwered. 
If Boxing be deemed prejudicial toinduf- 
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try, To muft every trial of manhood, ib mini 
every fpecies of public amufement. The 
natives of every country, from the nature 
of the human mind, which demands inter- 
vals of relaxation from employment, will 
apply themfelves to fome exercife, martial 
Or otherwife, to which their natural genius 
directs them, and of this we have innume- 
rable in fiances in the hiftory of the world; 
fince therefore fome time mud be fpent 
without labour, is it not better we mould 
pafs it in the acquisition of ftrength and 
grace, the necedhry confequences of pugi- 
lifm, than in the indulgence of the fenfes, 
which muft enervate the body. 

The advantages Englishmen poflefs over 
foreigners, from thdr knowledge of Box- 
ing, are no inconliderable motives tore- 
commend it. Oppofed as men to men, 
without weapons, and even with an inferi- 
ority of ftrength, we muft be fuperior m 
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pcrfonal conte.ls, caufcd by accident or 
dcfi^n. Science will prevail over numbers, 
and lives, it is not improbable, may be fa- 
ved by a proper difplay of fkill. 

Travellers mould be well verfed in Box- 
ing. It is a confolation to a man in a ftrange 
country, to be in a great meafure allured, 
that he is equal to repel any attack made by 
Mother in a natural way, that is without 
dangerous instruments of art, and fometimes 
to entertain rtrong hopes of proving vidto- 
noos over numbers. Nay in cafes where 
thC k fw °; dand PiftoUreufed, or are intended 
tobeufed,atimelyandwell-direaedbW 

^rT pugim ° nhisenem y> ***** 

«tev lll3inousattempt _ Iam . 

hat h, ofthefdence 

pl?the ut ;/ tr< k wilUot 

a PPcar the hjs conclude. 



- 
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SECTION IX. 

Prognfs of Boxing — the encouragement given 
to it in Brougbtoris time — of its decline, re- 
vival, and prefent fate. 

pUGILISM is the lawful child of nature; 

but it is much indebted to art, whe- 
ther we confider its progrefs in relation 
to /kill or rtrength. When men firft dif- 
puted and had recourfe to the powers of 
the body to decide their differences, the 
hardeft hitter, or the perfon molt capable 
of bearing blows, proved fuperior. Chance 
alfo, as they fought without rule, frequent- 
ly claimed the vidory. The firft improve- 
ment feems to have been a proper mode of 
ft riling, both as to the motion of the arms, 
and the parts aimed at. The next, a me- 
thod of guarding. .This, however, until 
our days, has never been fufficiently attended 
to. The pugilifts of former times eit! 



receive 
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received the blows of their adverfaries with 
courageous patience, or avoided them by 
lhiftin- and retreating. However expert 
they may have been in planting blows with 
vigor, ilcill in the knowledge of defence ap- 
pears to have been entirely new to them. 

Broughtons time forms a memorable 
™ in the hirtory of Boxing, and j u% 
Chumi the honor of rendering it of more 
Pubhc concern than it was ever before. 
The zeal which fome of the fi r ft men in 
the „at 10 n manifefted in its fervice, and the 
^number of profess, who l ivedb 

fore 
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fore at a (land it naturally fell into difgracc, 
be ufe men, fancying themfelves poffeffed 
of 01 that was attainable^ thought it unnc- 
c y any farther to cultivate a ftudy, which 
could not requite them for their labor with 
r.ir. new aiquifitions. The mifconduct of 
its profefTors alfo gave a mortal wound to 
pugililin; intoxicated with popular ap- 
plaut'e, and confident of fuccefs in contelh 
with t'-e ignorant, they rafhly took every 
occaiion to quarrel, and thus formed a dit- 
to- ft and noxious clafs of beings in fociety. 
It therefore became the duty of every ho- 
ned citizen to oppofe men, the profciTed 
enemies of order, and they were accordingly 
tfi rmatized as unworthy of a fituation in 
the commonwealth. 

After this, Boxing for fome time loft its 
attractions S no longer heard of, it fecmed to 
have never exifted. Yet the interval be- 
tween its difgrace and revival was not long. 

Many 
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Many champions with ftrong pretentions to 
public notice made their appearance. Their 
practice was indeed great, but theory was a 
word with which they were completely un- 
acquainted. Refolution, ftrength, and ac- 
tivity were confpicuous ; the art of defence 
was in a great degree new ; fome awkward 
guards, univerfally known, and therefore 
the more cafily evaded, formed their whole 
fyftera. The fuiting the attitude to the 
form and powers of the body was a thing 
unheard of, and combatants of all ftrength 
and l\zcs generally had but one pofition. 
The ftate of Boxing at this period mutt be 
confidered very much inferior to what it 
was in Brough ton's time. 

It would be ungenerous to raife the 
reputation of the prtfent , hy d ff 
that of /w pugiUfts _ Th 

a talents, and refcued Boxing from the 
™ fc which nature only hld placeJ 

it. 
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it. That they improved it, even their ene- 
mies muft allow; but we have made ffiffl 
greater improvements, and fo fuccefsfully 
has invention been in our days exerted, 
that little more can remain to be done for 
the fcience. Among the moderns are men 
poflefll-d of every requifite to form a com- 
plete pugilift, and to this excellence they 
have gradually arifen by genius and intenfc 
application. No labor, noexpence has been 
fpared to attain perfection ; every manoeu- 
vre, every fnej'e, which the mind could 
luggefr, or the body execute, has been at- 
tempted, and even calumny mult declare, 
that Boxing, conducted as it is at this mo- 
ment on a civilized plan, has undeniable 
claims to public encouragement. 



SECTION 




Tone dijlincl periods to be coiJJdered — > 
Brougbton, Slack, and Hunt dcfcribed. 

|T is necedary, for the fake of order, to 
confider the different periods remark- 
able for the moll eminent pugilifts. The 
tirft comprehends Broughton and the prin- 
cipal combatants of his time; Corcoran 
and fome others rank in the fecond ; and 
the third includes the Boxers of the. prefent 
<by. No labour has been thought too great 
to obtain a faithful account of the pugijifts 
ot the firft ftate ; not content with authen- 
tic printed relations, I have had recourfe to 
men, who lived in the moil intimate ha- 
bits of friendmip with them, and were fre- 
quent witnefles of their conteits. Few are 
mentioned, as one mode of fighting com- 
monly prevailed t but fuch as moft varied 
are carefully feledted. The fame plan is 

followed 



followed in the defcription of thofc in the 
iecond ftate. With refped to the modern 
of whom we can fpeak with certainty, 
partiality mall be my guide. Whatever 
attachments I may have to fome of th 
and I declare myfelf a foe to none, 
entirely forgot ; while I write, the fr 
is loft in the hiftorian, and truth mall 
prevail. I have been often folicited t: 
fcribe their occupations and private man- 
ners ; but I have uniformly rejected fucb 
folicitations. Public action requires public 
notice ; but no man mould wantonly cx- 
pofe dome/tic concerns, and condemn the 
peculiarities of private conduct. The me- 
rits of the moderns, as Boxers, mould be 
only confidered, we mould not view them 
in a moral light. Yet I (hall be aluv.vi 
ready to praife the deferving, white the vi- 
cious may reft fecure from reproof. — Let 
their confeience be their monitor .' 

BROUGHTON 
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BROUGHTON 

Stands the firft of former pugilifts. His 
height did not exceed five feet eleven inches, 
and his weight was fometimes above, fome- 
timcs under fourteen ftone. He was re- 
markably well formed, but more calculated 
for ftrength than adtion j he had a good eye, 
and his arm was not, as has been ridicu- 
loufly reported, longer, than the fymmetry 
of the body demanded. The hiftory of 
almoft every pugilift fufficiently proves, 
that the mind, whatever opinion may be 
hazarded to the contrary, is very much in- 
terefted in all contefts of this nature. It is 
the origin of motion, and the body is its 
flave. Eroughton was fuperior to all others 
»n mcntaljpowersj his fagacity in difcover- 
»ng the weaknefs of an adversary, and abi- 
lity in covering himfelf from die rnoft dan. 
gerous blows, enabled him to overcome 
t0 whom h « was inferior in bodily 
E force. 
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force. His favorite blows were rtrai^hr, 
and one diredtly planted in the mark or pit 
of the ftomach generally proved decifive. 
Few battles are now decided in this man- 
ner, as from the guard, and the forward 
bent of the body this dangerous place is 
nearly fecure. He ufed round blows, 
particularly when he wilhcd to ftrikc h» 
antagonift under the left ear. His attitude 
was fomewhat like that of Ryan, in hi* 
firft battle with Johnfon ; though the arms 
were not fo much extended, they were, 
however, more fo than thofc of his cot 
poraries. When a blow was directed at his 
body, he beat it down, when his head was 
aimed at, he caught his opponent's firt in 
his open hand. The trofi-huttock was 
•known long before his days; but he con- 
tiderably improved and brought it into no- 
tice. Whatever ftate the feience was in at 
that period, Brougbton, it mull be admitted, 
exceeded all other fighters in a knowled* 
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of the principles, for his great talents foon 
led him to diicovcr much of the theory, 
that was before unknown. Many were his 
fi^eriors in rtxength and activity, none went 
beyond him in fcience and courage. He is 
defcrvcdly placed at the head of the Boxers 
of his own time, and his amiablenefs of 
manners went hand in hand with his pub- 
lie clUmation. 

» . .4 

SLACK 

Meafured five feet eight inches and a 
k*1 his weight between thirteen and four- 
tew ftone, remarkably compact in his 
make, iupcrior to moft men in ftrength, 
•nd of wonderful bottom. Suited to the 
Periling mode of fighting in his time, 
fcw He re able to contend with him, when 
* *H refolved on victory. He had but 
J«le method in his ftriking, and feldom 
**«ht a battle on a prcviouily concerted 
^- He exceeded all others in the force 
* 2 of 
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of his blows, and a Slack was commonly 
ufed to fignify a blow given with great 
ftrength. His attitude was upright, the 
legs very little feparated, his right hand on 
or near the pit of the ftomach, and his left 
placed at a fmall diftance from his body be- 
fore his mouth. In this pofition we cannot 
difcern much art ; and had he pofleffed bot- 
tom only in common with other pugihiU, 
he never could have been victorious; but 
his clay feemed to be formed of a different 
mould, and refilled the ftrongeft imprclhons. 
He refolutely difputed every inch of ground, 
and fo much did he defpife Shifting, that 
he has optionally received a knock-down 
blow fooner than relinquiih his original 
fituation. I have in another place taken 
notice of Slack's knowledge of the Chop- 
per, which he frequently ufed with fuc- 
cefs in giving the return, bringing his nil 
to his breaft, and projecting his elbow, he 
threw off a blow, and inftantly deleting 
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part of a circle, the center of which was the 
dhow, he unexpectedly /truck his antago- 
nirt in the face with the back of his hand. 
This mode was completely his own, .but 
has fince been adopted by numbers. His 
vidory over Brougbton was the greateft ho- 
nour he acquired, and we mould be as 
as Fortune proved herfelf in the de- 
of that combat, wereTve on that ac- 
to yield him the palm. Broughton's 
and repeated trials, in which he 
the braveft and moft powerful 
)ns of his time, even thoft: who had 
* him the firft 
and it cannot be thought an aft 
injufticd to the celebrated Boxer we are 
defcribing, to place him after, but 
to fo great a man. 

HUNT, 

As a fmall man, poffeffed more reputation 
than any pugilift of the three different pe- 
riods. 



\ 
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nods. Not exceeding nine ftone, and only 
five feet four inches and a half in height, he ' 
has frequently fought with men twice his 
weight. When Hunt boxed, it was almoir 
ever a trial of fkill with ftrength. He had 
more difficulties to furmount than all others, 
for he was conftantly over-matched. Of 
the few inftances of Shifting that occurred 
in his time, he is the raoft fingular; for he 
conquered the ltrongefr. men by his admi- 
rable art, and even flood up to fomc in a 
manly way. Though he might have been 
allowed to drop, when ftrength fo much 
beyond his own oppofed him, he feldom 
fell without a blow. He never confined 
himfelf to one attitude, for he found he 
could more effectually confufe his adver- 
fary bv changing his guard, which he con- 
tinually did. Some peculiarities which he 
ufed with fuccefs deferve our notice; he 
appeared patiently to wait the approach of a 
blow, which, if aimed at Ins bo£> 
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avoided by ftepping afide, and then took 
an opportunity of winding his man, who 
was driven forward by his own force ; if 
directed at his head, he ftooped, and letting 
his opponent's arms pafs over him, rufhed 
within his guard, and generally planted a 
fuccefsful blow m the body. He. was fo 
famous for thefe practices, that his antago- 
nists ufually fought on the defenfive, a great 
advantage to Hunt, who by this means be- 
came the afl'ailant, and was not preffed by 
fuperior power. ^ ,j 
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SECTION XI. 

Corcoran, Sellers, and Death dcjcribei. 

J Have in the laft Secfion felefted three 
Pugilifts, remarkable in very different 
ways the firft famous for Jcience, the fe- 
cond for bottom, and the third for adlinity. 
The hiflory of Taylor, Steven/on, and many 
others, equally eminent in the fame clafs, 
might have been given ; but as accounts 
of this nature cannot admit of much vari- 
ety, fuch as moll materially differed from 
each other have been only noticed. We 
now come to the fecond or middle flatc of 
Boxing, and it has been thought proper to 
proceed on the fame plan with refpeft to 
that. 

CORCORAN 

Stands firft as a fair fighter. His blows 
were all ftraight, and planted with prodi- 
gious 
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gious force. He never fhifted nor fell, un- 
lefs accidentally, without being {truck. His 
guard was injudicious, the arms not being 
lufficiently extended, and the body too up- 
right. He exceeded moft men in the 
power of ufing both hands, and though he 
has been blamed as a Jkw fighter, he had 
the merit of ftriking with certainty, for he 
always referved himfelf to take advantage 
of his adverfary's opens. Unfortunate in 
the event of his contefts, he had not much 
to boaft, even when victorious ; for enga, 
ging with powerful pugilifts, and meeting 
them in a manly manner, he feldom es- 
caped being feverely beaten. 

SELLERS 
Was ftronger and had more art than Cor- 
cor an, yet did not hit with equal vigor. He 
was celebrated for rallying, or recovering 
himfelf, when clofely preffed. This he 

effected 
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effe&ed by a ftratagem pradifed long be- 
fore, but not frequently ufed till he revived 
it. When he found it impofliblc any lon- 
ger to ftand an affault, he fell on one of his 
knees, and thus evaded the difgrace of a 
knock-down blow. He was the more cen- 
furable for this praftice, as he rarely en- 
countered his fuperior in ftrength. He was 
very fuccefsful in ftriking his adverfcry as 
he himfelf dropped, and this has more 
than once terminated a battle in Ins favor. 
The following anecdote is relate of Sellers, 
bv feme of the fighting men of h, same. 
Thcneglea of his friends in not backing 
a fnhnfen when this celebrated 

[^I S «h at i«caufcdhUa r «h. 
J T,h= t ru t hcftoI-Uno,plcd g = 

myfelf. 
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DEATH. 

The real name of this Boxer is Oliver^ 
but he is more generally known by that 
which I have prefixed to my account of 
him. He was well made, but light (I 
fpeak of him when in the full poffeflion of 
bis powers, for he is ftill living). His ut- 
moft weight was between eleven and twelve 
ftone ; but his activity amply compenfated 
any deficiency in ftrength. He has fought 
more battles than any man in England, and 
won a great number of them. Death had 
at one time ns much reputation in London 
as any pugilifl: could defire, and not one of 
his own weight durft meet him. But he 
imprudently engaged his fuperiors in force, 
and the utmoft adivity an d fcjn Unite ^ 
could fcarcely bring him through. He is 
the firft inftance at the period we now no- 
tice, of a fmall Boxer boldly facing an 
enemy muc h larger than himfelf, and 

though 
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though he has been often over-matched, 
he has often conquered. One of John/on t 
firft battles was with him ; but Death un- 
able to fuftain fo unequal a conteft, was 
foon compelled to give in, for John/on even 
at that time went far beyond him in dif- 
playing the requifites of a pugilift. 



SECTION 



SECTION XII. 

Jobnf:n, Perrins, Ryan, Big Ben, Tring, 
Ward, George the Brewer, Jackfon, 
Dunn, Wood, Nowlan, Msndoza, Hum- 
phreys, the elder and younger 'Towers, 
Hoop-r, Tyne, Wat/on, Lee, Martin, 
Doyle, Crabb, Jones, James, and Ander- 
Jon, defcribed. 

JOHNSON. 

^MONG the moderns this celebrated 
pugilift is in every refpeft the moft 
diftinguirtied. His ftrength, fcience and 
bottom give him a rank fuperior to all 
others j but his uncommon judgment is 
his greatcft excellence. He has never yet 
engaged, without previouily ftudying not 
only the powers and manner of fighting, 
but alfo the conftitution and difpofition of 
his adverfary. This knowledge he always 
converts to his advantage , not by any un- 
fair 
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fair manoeuvres or abufive condutt, but by 
a wifdom that cannot be too much com- 
mended ; if his opponent be cool, he him- 
felf is cooler j if warm, he makes him (till 
more fo by taking every juftinable meafurc 
to irritate him. It is worth the care of a 
fagacious amateur ; to trace one by one the 
various battles John/on has won. From 
the firft to his memorable vidlory over 
Perrins, each furniflies us with new im- 
provements, acquired not by fcholaftic at- 
tention or a fervile imitation of others, but 
by his own originality of invention. A 
panegyric on the mental faculties of a 
Boxer may appear ridiculous to the incon- 
fiderate, but the natural powers of John- 
fans mind, uncultivated as they muft be 
from the want of education, are equal to 
thofe of moft men, and were they polilhed 
and enlarged by ftudy, might be ducted 
wit h fuccefs to the attainment of any diffi- 
culties. Unlike moft fighters, who fd- 
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dom attend to rules for their guidance in a 
combat, until they find themfelves on the 
ftage, he regularly forms, long before, a 
fyftem of conduct mod adapted to himfelf, 
and contrary to his enemy ; and to effect 
this, he calmly balances the refpective abi- 
lities and tempers of each — a ftrong proof 
of judgment, and which his own reflection 
firfl fuggefted to him. 

His height does not exceed five feet 
eight inches and a half, and his weight is 
about thirteen ftone i\x pounds ; he has lit- 
tle ihcw in his cloaths, but drips very large- 
He is round about the fhoulders and breaft, 
and his chief force is centered in the loins, 
which are remarkably ftrong. His pofitioa 
has been already defcribed; it feems more 
calculated for d-fence than an ajfault ; but 
when the body is ftrong enough for its fu P - 
port> it is equally capable of both. The 
face appears to be peculiarly his mark, and 

his 
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his great objecl is the blinding his adver- 
fary, in which he frequently fucceeds. He 
defifts a long time in a battle from atting 
ofenfraely, with this defign, that he may be 
more intimately acquainted with his ene- 
my's manner, and fatigue him. He avoids 
the fiercell attacks by the fafety of his guard, 
which prote&s the body in an uncommon 
degree, while the arms thrown before co- 
ver the head. His motion is very judici- 
ous, he never retreats, but dances round his 
man with a rapidity, which generally con- 
fufes him. He gives the return quicker 
than any other pugilift, Mendoza excepted, 
and has confounded many by advancing his 
open hand immediately before the face of 
his antagonift, for this pradice dazzles the 
fight, and gives an opportunity of planting 
a blow in the body. John/on s grand prin- 
ciple in fighting, is never idly to expofe htm- 
Jelf to danger, nor hazard any thing vhtcb 
C an be obtained with certainty. Acting al- 
ways 
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ways upon this principle he has at the con- 
chfion of feveral battles been in nearly as 
good condition as at the beginning; for 
though allured of conqueft when firft fet- 
ting to, his prudence leads him to pro- 
tract an engagement, which he perhaps 
could not fpeedily terminate, unlefs he en- 
dangered himfelf ; he therefore moftly adts 
on the defenfive, and never Unices, but 
when confident of luccefs. Till his con- 
cert with Ryan he never met a man who 
had even a chance of beating him. The 
engagement with Perr'ms I do not mention 
here, for that (hall be particularly noticed 
in another place. One pugilift may be 
fuperior in Jlrength, another in Jcience t and 
a third may poflels more bottom than John- 
fon, but in him are more fully combined 

the various requifites that form a complete 
Boxer. 



PERRINS, 



66 



Boxing 



P E R R I N S, 

Only victorious in the part of the coun- 
try where he lived, for he was never match- 
ed in London, the refidence of mod fight- 
ing men, little can be faid of this pugilift, 
previous to his conteft with Johnfon. 
He certainly won many battles with 
eafe, and was pofle/Ted of fo much con- 
fidence, that he thought himfelf fuperior 
to every man in England. This was evi- 
dent from his advertifement in the public 
papers, which challenged any Boxer to 
meet him for five hundred guineas. 

Perrins is nearly gigantic in height and 

weight, with force fuited to his form, and 

admirable activity. An account of the bat - 

tie between him and 'johnfon ought to be 

recorded, and will perhaps convey a more 

perfect knowledge of him than even a par- 
r ticular 
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ticular defcription. In this engagement 
ftrength was oppofed to iltill, and all the 
admirers of manhood and fcience were 
warmly interefted in the decilion. When 
ftripped the difference in nerve between 
them was wonderful, and Johnfon's-friends, 
who, but a fhort time before, affured them- 
felves of fuccefs, trembled for the event. 
We may fafely declare, there was never fo 
great a difparity in fize between two pugi- 
lifts matched againfl each other, and yet 
the final ler was a large man. 

In fetting to, great caution was fhewn on 
both fides, and four minutes elapfed before 
a blow was even attempted— Johnfon after 
baffling his adverfary's attack, gave the jirjl 
blow, and Pcrrins fell. The three next 
rounds terminated alfo in Johnfon's favor, 
who confufed his antagonift by dancing 
round him, and occafionally planting an un- 
expected blow. Perrins, irritated by this 

F2 conducl, 
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conduct, threw off the caution he fhewed 
in the beginning, followed him with vaft 
refolution, appeared to hold his manoeuvres 
in contempt, and at laft put in a fuccefsful 
blow, that turned the conteft in his favor. 
One of Johnfon's eyes was quite clofed, 
and his ribs very much beaten. He there- 
fore fought with more cunning, and, after 
ikilfully parrying a violent attack of Per- 
rins, fuddenly darted forward, and rtruck 
him a fevere blow in the face, that laid his 
nofe entirely open. This was immediately 
followed by a fecond under the left eye, 
and Perrins was at length fo perplexed by 
rapid movements and unexpeded a/Faults, 
that he had evidently the woril of the battle 
in every future round, and the odds wh.ch 
W ere once with him turned at leaft ten to 
one on Johnfon. 

About the tenth round Johnfon's ftrength 
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Perrins therefore claimed the victory, but 
on appealing to the umpires, they decided 
it allowable to fall without a blow, as the 
articles were not fpecifically againft that 
condudt. Perrins in his turn loll much of 
his ftrength, and attempted to imitate his 
antagonifl's mode of fighting, with which 
he was completely unacquainted. He 
fought low and chopped at Johnfon's face, 
but this effort weakened him frill more, 
while it hurt his opponent but little, who 
appeared to gain new vigor. Perrins in 
aiming feveral blows, at laft fell from weak- 
nefs, when his adverfary dropping at the 
fame time ftruck him in the face, and 
afterwards hit him whenever he tried, 
till a dreadful blow in the centre of his 
face, which was before very much cut, 
compelled Perrins to give in. The battle 
lafted an hour and fourteen minutes j and 
fifty thoufand pounds, it is thought, were 
won on the event of it. It is neceiTary 
to take notice of an opinion, which univer- 

fally 
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fally prevails, that Perrins would be r oiBorioiu 
were they to fight again • I, on the contrary, 
believe he would be more eafily beaten. 
Johnfon is now perfectly acquainted with 
his mode of fighting, an acquifition of the 
greateft importance to him, who exceeds 
all others in the artful advantages he takes 
of his adverfary's failings. 

RYAN 

Is very manly in his perfon, remarkable for 
courage, and is thought to be the hardeft 
hitter in England. He is very fcicntific in 
his mode of fighting, and well acquainted 
with the principles of pugilifin, to « In ch 
he has of late indefatigably applied himfclt 
He is though left handed, very graceful in 
his attitudes. Ryan is famous for giving 
the lM knock down blow, and could he 
preferve a coolnefs of temper, mfr be 

He has been conquered #3**"% 
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who beat him twice. In his laft battle 
with Johnfon, a round took place, which, 
for game, {kill, and vigor in rallying, ex- 
cels all others in the memory of modern 
pugilifts ; it lafted near three minutes, and 
"Johnfon fell. 

BIG BEN. 

This pugiliftis diftinguiftied by the name 
of Big, without any particular claim to it, 
for he is not remarkably large, but much 
about the fize of Johnfon. He ftrikes very 
ftraight with both hands, but has little art 
in his guard. He is wonderful game, and 
never permits his adverfary to recover him- 
felf, but follows him with great boldnefs, 
till the decifion of the round. His blows 
are uncommonly, powerful, and without 
any particular direction. I am happy in 
the opportunity of doing juftice to his pri- 
vate manners, for he has been unwarrant- 
ably 
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ably reprefented as an impudent, abufive 
fellow ; but every one who knows him 
will allow, that, though not qualified to 
ihine in a drawing-room, he is a well-be- 
haved, obliging man. He has never loft a 
battle. 

T R I N G 

Is efteemed the beft made man in Eng- 
land, and the talents of feveral artifts have 
been employed in taking his likenefs. He 
has not been frequently matched, but his 
battle with Big Ben will be long remem- 
bered, for they both exhibited a bottom, 
that has been rarely feen in any con- 
teft. They difplayed little art and fought 
with fuch fpirit, that Tring was quite 
blinded, and his antagonifr. could fee but 
very imperfectly. This however was a 
great advantage, and Tring was obliged to 
give in. 

6 WARD. 
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WARD. 

This combatant has perhaps more claim 
than any other to public notice j he weighs 
but twelve ftone, yet has engaged the mod 
powerful fighters with fuccefs, and could 
get back'd for fums to a great amount 
againft any pugilift, if permitted to drop. 
His conteft with John/on, to whom he is 
inferior in ftxenjrth and weight, will not 
be foon forgot : they fought upwards of 
two hours and an half. The fkill fliewn by 
Ward in this battle has never been equalled ; 
his activity in (hifting was prodigious, and 
he gave ftrong proofs of judgment in his 
manoeuvres. Ward is the quickeft of all the 
boxers in hitting and changing ground j his 
blows are very ftrong, and cut exceedingly. 
He does not adhere to rules laid down by 
others, but invents for himfelf ; and this 
he has done with fuch fuccefs that he has 
never been vanquiflied. Ward is able to 

beat 
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beat any one of his own fize, and if al- 
lowed to fall, would encounter the largeft 
man in the world. 

GEORGE the BREWER 

Is upwards of fix feet high, he fights flow- 
ly, but flrikes very hard. He knows little 
of the theory of boxing, and meets his op- 
ponent in a manly way, never fhifting, but 
refolutely bearing the fevereft blows. He 
generally ftands in a low attitude, fome- 
what like Johnfon, who firft gave him in- 
flrutfions and brought him into notice. He 
has made great improvements fince his firft 
battle, and the fighting-men hold him in 
h i,h eflimation. His vidory over Pukard, 
the Birmingham man, gave a fignal proof 
of his undaunted fpirit; they flood up to 
each ether, and difdained to pradice the 
^cuvres of Boxing. Here was no fill- 
Lb ,ck to avoid a blow, or running round 
^tbgeto wind one another, all was man- 
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ly and difplayed uncommon courage. Two 
minutes often.elapfed, before either of them 
fell, though, during that time, many hard 
blows were given on each fide. When ei- 
ther did fall, it was by a real knock-down 
blow. After the moft courageous conteft 
ever fcen, and which laded thirty-four mi- 
nutes, George conquered. 

JACKSON 

Is nearly fix feet high and proportionally 
formed. He is celebrated for his activity, 
and furpaflcs moft men in ftrength of arm. 
He imitates Johnfon in parrying the blow 
directed at the head, and avoids thofe aimed 
at the body by jumping backward. In his 
engagement with George the Brewer the 
odds were fix to four in his favour, till he 
unfortunately broke his leg, which put an 
end to the conteft. 

DUNN 
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DUNN 

Is allowed to be very finely made, and his 
ftrength correfponds with his appearance. 
He is a very bold fighter, and never fhifts. 
Dunn has on feveral occafions diftinguifhed 
himfelf for bottom. He fought with Ryan 
half an hour, after three of his ribs were 
broken by a blow from his adverfary. 

WOOD 
Is fomewhat larger than Ward ; he de- 
fences much encomium for his manly con- 
due*, and is confidercd a very fair fighter. 
He is greatly improved in his knowledge of 
the principles of Boxing, and ranks high 
as a 




Much cannot be faid of this pugilirt, as 
he has given very few fpecimens of his abi- 
lities. He behaved himfelf well in his 
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ccntcft with Woody and may attain great re- 
putation, if he applies himfelf carefully to 
the fcien tine part of pugilifm. 

M E N D O Z A 

Is univerfally known as a teacher of the 
fciencc and a Boxer ; but he is particularly 
celebrated for giving inftruttions. He has 
initiated more in the elements of Sparring, 
than any other profeflbr, and has at this mo- 
ment a great number of pupils. There is 
more neatnefs than ftrength in his manner, 
more mew than fervice. His plan confifts 
in teaching his fcholars to ftrike quick, and 
their intention is moftly directed to the face. 
As a Boxer he defervedly ranks high, he 
ftrikes oftener, and flops better than any 
man in England. He is deficient in the 
ftrength of his blows, and this proceeds 
from his attitude, which is too much in the 
defenfive. Mendoza is weak in the loins, 

but 
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but very finely formed in the breaft and 
arms. His courage is confiderablc. He 
has good wind, and he takes vaft pains to 
prepare himfelf for action by proper trail- 
ing. 

HUMPHREYS 

Is inferior to none as a manly fighter. 
He is true game, and difplays more grace 
in his various attitudes than any pugilift of 
the Modern School he is well verfed in 

the elements, and judicioufly puts them 
into practice. He cannot ufe both hand* 
with equal power, he moftly flops with the 
left, and ftrikes with the right hand. Hii 
blows are ftrong and carefully aimed at the 
moft dangerous parts. The difference be- 
tween him and Mendoza may be lbted tha» 

Mendoza puts in more blows, and flop* 

better; Humphreys hits more violently 
and is fuppofed to have better buttm. 
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The Elder and Younger TOWERS. 

Neither of the brothers can be called 
fcientific, they arc, however, 'hard hitters, 
and poflefs much courage; the elder is, for 
a large man, wonderfully quick in ftriking; 
the younger was one of the firft, with 
whom John/on fought, and was feverely 
beaten before he gave in. 

HOOPER 

Weighs little more than eleven flone, 
and is cftecmcd the beft Boxer of his own 
fize in the kingdom ; he fights with prodi- ' 
gious fpirit, and rallies remarkably well; 
his blows are ftraight, and planted with 
afronifhing force. Hooper is famous for 
driving, or following his man till a knock 
down blow takes place. The amateurs have 
lately attempted to match him, but in vain ; 
for no man of his own weight has fufficient 
rcfolution to Hand up to him. 

WATSON 



I 
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WATSON 

Has not much fcience. An excellent 
battle was fought between him and Hooper, 
it lafted a long time, and he gave ftriking 
proofs of bottom. Watfon is a pupil of 
Ward's ; but does not fight after his man- 
ner. He is very active, and a good jfhifter. 

T Y N E 

Is poffeffed of great ftrength and activity, 
fights cunningly and is a quick hitter. His 
attitude is pleafing, and feems to form a 
medium between that of Humphreys and 
Mendoza. He is allowed to be the beft 
dropper in England, and often puts in a 
defperate blow as he falls. Tyne has fought 
many battles. That between him and Earl 
will be long remembered; the courage dif- 
played on both fides has been feldom equal- 
led, and the conteft unfortunately termi- 
nated in the death of Earl. His conduft 
on Co melancholy an occafion, ments the 
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higheft encomium; his fudden expreffions 
of grief gave a ftrong proof of a feeling 
heart, and his long voluntary confinement 
Jhewed that his forrow was fincere. 

LEE, 

Commonly known by the name of the 
White Chapel Butcher, fights with uncom- 
mon fpirit, but has little knowledge of the 
principles of the feience. 

M A R T I N. 
This pugilift was fome years back much 
cfteemed; but when he loft his battles 
with Humphreys and Mendoza, he loft his 
reputation. He is not a fair fighter, for he 
practices every manoeuvre, and takes every 
mean advantage that is poffible. He is fo 
attached to flfebg, that he cannot for a 
»«nu te keep in one pofition. Martin 
ftnkes powerfully, ana judicioufly ^ 
"is blows at particular parts. 

G DOYLE 
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DOYLE 

Strikes with fo little force, that he can 
fcarcely injure an adverfary; he may be cal- 
led the Modern Buckborfe, for he patiently 
bears the fevereft blows. He is fo fond of 
fighting, that he will quarrel with his fo- 
periors in ftrength and fcience, though he 
knows he mull be defeated. 

C R A B B 

Is entitled to much praife, botKfor (kill 
and bottom. Mendoza has given lum »n- 

1 \- Wnt he has fome bad cuftom* 
ftruftionsi but he nas 

whic h he does not endeavour to corredt 

he too frequently pi**- the cho^r 
Thirmaybeufeful in an engagement with 

advantage in Z mn ^ an 
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an honeft fighter, and nothing but fuperior 
force can conquer him. 

JONES 

Is a flow but ftrong Boxer. He fights 
with fpirit, but has not much method. 

JAMES the WATERMAN 

Is a very intrepid pugilift. He weighs 
but ten ftone, and has conquered jnen of 
fuperior ftrength. He imitates "Jobnfon in 
his manner, and fparrs with great tafte. 

ANDERSON 

Is admired as a neat fighter ; he ftrikes 
and ftops well. He is known to have won 
when he could with difficulty fee his man, 
and yet gave in after four rounds with Wat' 
Jon. 

To avoid an uninterefting repetition of 
language, many pugilifts of the middle ftate, 
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though pofTeffed of merit, have not been 
noticed ; fuch were. Darts and Ripftww. 
Ripftiaw has fought many hard battles ; he 
planted his blows with great force, and 
has now the reputation of being a good fc- 
cond. 

?o nam b- \-vpr,oj ur. 1 
ni ri^ J ' ' 

vs o-'a fl ' 
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SECTION XIII. 

Parallel between Brougbton and John/on. 

^IIE encouragement given to pugilifm 
in the refpeftive times of thefe com- 
batants appears nearly equal. Regular 
places were formerly raifed for the difplay 
of the fciencc. The Great Booth in Tot- 
tenbam Court, and the New Amphitheatre in 
Oxford Road, were conftrufted for the pur- 
pofc. The latter was built by unfolicited 
fubfeription from Tome of the principal no- 
bility. More money is.however now taken 
at public exhibitions of this nature. The 
receipts of the Amphitheatre, when Brough- 
ton and Slack fought, did not amount to 
three hundred pounds, whereas more than 
double the fum has been lately collected at 
different engagements. 

Broughton 



86 Boxing Reviewed. 

Broughton was the firft Boxei* of his 
time, Johnfon maintains the fame rank in 
ours. The antient exceeded the modern 
in weight and inches ; but the latter has at 
leaft equal ftrength and certainly more acti- 
vity. Broughton improved the fcience as 
he found it eftablimed, Johnfon formed a 
fyftcm for himfelf, in oppofition to well- 
known rules. The neceffity of being ac- 
quainted with doling forms a great objec- 
tion againft the former pugilifts; for as 
th ey permitted their antagonifts to get 
within their guard, they could not have 
U fed their fifts with dexterity equal to what 
we do, whofoeafily baffle every attempt 

the kind. Broughton fated the d,(- 
Ja e of a defeat, Johnfon has never been 

quired, and yet he has rilked more than 
I Ireat predeceffor, for he encountered 
^ g more powerful man than Brough- 

PernnS ' Tas we learn from the accounts 

t0neVef s'b tTes Johnfon pofTefTesfo 
of his various battles, j ^ 
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much fame that none dare attack him; 
Broughton in the height of his reputation 
has been challenged by feveral. The hero 
of the old fchool is faid to have manifefted 
admirable coolnefs of temper in the conduct 
of his battles, and in this the modern re- 
fembles him, for he furpafTes all his cotem- 
poraries in fo excellent a qualification. 
Broughton's mode of following his blows 
cannot be too much commended; but in 
this he was inferior to Johnfon, who, like a 
wife general, improves every little advan- 
tage, till he gains a complete vidtory. The 
only point in which I can allow Broughton 
the fuperiority, is the refolution with which 
he attempted to flop blows; but this will 
only prove him more manly, not fo judici- 
ous as Johnfon ; for is it not better to avoid 
than hazard the receiving a blow? Public 
integrity has been the characTreriftic of the 
one, and is equally that of the other. Their 
private lives may be affimilated in mildnefs 

of 



■ 
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of manners and honcfty of heart. Brough- 
ton with little fcience was certainly more cc- 
lebrated as a profefTor. An equality of cou- 
rage will readily be allowed to both; but 
Johnfon is fo much fuperior in every other 
requifite, that the fcience of pugilifin, prac- 
tifed as it is by him, feems a new invention 
fince the days of Broughton. 



F I N I S. 



